
Cutting Sail 
Numbers

From Mylar Tape
This is a short photo instruction on the method of creating model yacht sail numbers 
from Mylar Tape.  Like these:

Tools Needed
To create the Mylar numbers, you will need a roll of 
Mylar tape (I use 3/4"), an Xacto knife with a #11 
blade, a pair of scissors, some Scotch Tape, and a 
piece of parchment paper (used for baking) or wax 
paper.  The parchment paper works best.  You will 
also need a printed copy of the number you want to 
have on your sail.  For this example I am using the 
number 16 and have printed it in the Arial Black font 
several times at 200 points which will give me a 
52mm number - perfect for Footys

Step 1
The first step is to fold the wax (I'll use wax paper 
instead of parchment in these instructions) paper 
into a Z.  It will form the backing for the numbers, 
just like the back of a Band-Aid.  Place one copy of 
the digits under the folded wax paper.  The trick is to 
place the upper crease of the Z fold just about in the 
center of the digits.

Cover the digits with pieces of the mylar tape, using 
the digits beneath the wax paper as a guide.



Now the digits are completely covered.  If more than a 
single width of tape (like on the 6), overlap the pieces 
of mylar by about 3/16".  Even a 1/8" overlap would 
probably be sufficient.

Step 2
For this step, remove the digits from beneath the wax 
paper, separate them, and place them on top of the 
mylar tape, positioning them so they are completely 
above the mylar.  Use Scotch Tape on all 4 sides of 
the digits to tape the  templates to the wax paper/
mylar.

Step 3
With the printed digits as a guide, use the Xacto knife 
to cut out the digit.  

Work from the inside cuts - out, until the number has 
been completely freed.

On the 6, for instance, cut out the internal circle first, 
before proceeding to the outer outline.  In some cases  
it is easier to plant the point of the knife in the cutting 
mat and move the material around.  

In only about 10 minutes of work, your finished 
numbers are ready for application.



Step 4
Place another copy of your printed number (all digits) 
under the sail to use as a guide in placing the digits.

Each digit should have two flaps of wax paper underneath, 
resembling the two backing strips on a Band-Aid.  If the 
two strips are still joined, simply rip them apart.

Slowly, carefully, pull one side of the wax paper off and 
align the mylar tape with your guide - press into place.

Then, slowly pull off the other side of the wax paper, letting 
the mylar touch down only in the correct place until the 
number is firmly in place.

If the mylar rips as the number is being applied, it is 
usually not catastrophic.  Here, for example, the 6 ripped 
just above the lower circle.  It will be almost invisible and 
will not affect its permanence.

If the wax paper shreds, or sticks to the mylar as you are 
attempting to remove it, use the Xacto blade to scrape the 
remaining wax paper off the mylar.  This may be a little 
tedious, but eventually the method will be successful.  This 
does NOT happen with the parchment paper.

Finished
Here is my finished sail for #316 "Sea Jay".  Note that the 
reverse of the black mylar (same with the other colors) is 
silver, making the number easier to read.

And Finally,
you can also use the technique to make some simplistic 
graphics.  Here, I have used the mylar tape to make some 
pool (billiards) balls for my #318 Pool Shark, "On Cue".


